
Balaton



name

Å(The) Balaton  - Lake Balaton - ăHungarian seaó

Åderive from theSlavic blato (meaning ămudó or ăswampó)

Åthe Romanscalled the lakeLacus Pelso

Åthe Germanname for the lake isPlattensee



itõs

Ålocated in the west of 
Eurasian

Åthe largest lake in central 
Europe

Åalso a determined part of 
Hungarian hydrography

Å77 kms long
Å1,3-14 kms wide

Åvery famous for its tourism

Åsurface is 594 km²

Åthe average depth is 3,2 m

Åthe deepest point is 3-3,6 
m

Åtemperature is up to 28-29 
degrees

its



the history of Lake Balaton

ÅLake Balaton was formed mainly by tectonic forces 12 000 -
20 000 years ago

Åthe mountainous region of the northern shore is known 

for its historic character

and a major wine region



Åin the Ottoman era (16-17-th centuries) Transdanubia 
came under Turkish rule

the border ran along the Transdanubian Mountains       
and the southern shore of Balaton

Åthree European languages have words for wine that arenõt 
derived from Latin:

Greek
Turkis
and Hungarian

Åancient Hungarians used words for wine derived from 
Turkic (there are two hundred Hungarian words -wine as 
well- that are of Bulgar-Turkic origin)

ÅĄ suggesting that the Magyars had contact with the first 
winemakers



ÅHungarian wine has a history dating back to at least Roman 
times

Åthe best-known wines are 

the white dessert wine Tokaji

and the red wine Bull's Blood of Eger 



itõs good to know I.

Åannually they organize the Kékszalag Nemzetközi 
Vitorlásversenyt

Åthe deepest part of the lake is 12,5 ms

Åthe lenght of the coast is 195 kms

Åthe average water temperature during the summer is 25ÁC

Åthe lake freezes during winter
the ice is 20-30 cms thick



II.

Åthe BLKL research facility keeps looking after the quality 
of the lake

Åthere are many mosquitos surrounding

Åthe water of the Balatonis sometimes foamy because of the 
mosquitos, but itõs completely safe

Åthe water of the lake is crystal clear



Balaton  then  and  now

Åduring the 1960s and 1970s, Balaton became a major 
tourist destination for ordinary working Hungarians

it also attracted many East Germans and other 
residents of the Eastern Bloc

West Germans could also visit, making Balaton a 
common meeting place for families and friends separated by 
the Berlin Wall until 1989






